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THE FOLLOWING REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 

WAS ItKAD UY It. 0I.A11KK, ESQ,., UONOllAHY BBCHKTA11Y : — 

It is vrilh much satisfaction that the Council of the Royal Asiatic 
Society avo this year enabled to state a largo increase in the number of 
Members, exhibiting a strong contrast to the diminution which it was 
their painful duty to announce at the last Anniversary Meeting. The 
total number of new Resident Members elected during the last twelve 
months was 1 7 ;* and of Non-resident, 4.t The deaths have been 
eleven only, J including those of two foreign Members ;§ and the retire- 
ments were seven. || 

» 1. John Alger, Esq.; 2. Dr. II. Marth ; .'!. Maj.-Ccn. W. J. Hrowno, C.H. ; 
4. Alfred Curron, Esq.; 6. Sir Frederick Curric, Hart.; 6. The Row Elijah 
lloo'.c ; 7. Liciit.-Col. \V. Hough ; 8. Welby Jackson, Esq. j 9. Mra. Alexander 
Kerr; 10. Sir John S. Login, M.I). ; 11. Dr. J. 1). Macbridc ; 12. John 
Marslnnan, Esq.; 13. The ltcv. Wilinm Parry; 14. Ocorgo l'almcr, Esq.; 
lfi. The ltcv. W. Sclwyn ; 10. Newman Smith, Esq. ; 17. Mrs. Speir. 

t I.E. C. llayley, Esq.; 2. D. E. Carmicbacl, Esq.; 3.0. 11. Frceling, 
Esq.; 4, II. 0. Kccnc, Esq. 

I 1. W. II. Darker, Esq.; 2. Charles Elliott, Esq. ; 3. Tlic Kt.-IIon. Henry 
Ellis; 4. The Et.-Hon. Sir Henry Pottinger, Hart., O.C.H. ; 5. Dr. Colin 
Rogers ; 0. The Dnkc of Somerset; 7. Tlio Hon. W. H. Leslie Melville; 
8. 1'. Puscy, Esq., M.P. ; 0. John Reeves, Esq. 

§ J. General Prince Paskcvitch ; 2. The Chevalier Don Lopez dc Cordoba. 

|| 1. Sir V. Abbott, C.U.; 2. David Illnne, Esq.; 3. Capt. I. J. Chapman; 
4. 0. II. T. Hcatlcy, Esq. (struck olf); 6. Charles Rico, Esq.; 6. Andrew 
Wight, Esq. ; 7. Lleut.-0.en. Sailer. 

b 



ii ANNUAL REPORT OF THE [May, 

But vvhilo the Council contemplate with satisfaction the general 
increase in the number of the Members, they have to deplore the loss 
they have sustained by the death <,f their highly valued and respected 
colleague, Mr. Cuables Elliott, who, over since his return to his native 
land, has taken an active interest in tho operations of the Society, 
and held the office of Treasurer sinco tho death of Mr. James 
Alexander, who was appointed to that office at the first institution of 
the Society. 

Mr, Elliott proceeded to Bengal, as a Writer, at a timo when no 
provision existed for preliminary training for the arduous duties of tho 
Civil Service ; but his natural energy led him to an curly cultivation of 
the Persian and Hindustani, which a facility for acquiring languages 
enabled him speedily to master. When tho College of Port William 
was instituted by Lord Welleslcy, at the commencement of this century, 
he was one of the few who, although he had already entered on public 
life, voluntarily returned to Calcutta for the purpose of submitting to 
an examination, and establishing his character as an excellent Oriental 
scholar. 

Mr. Elliott had been in India only a few years, and had not much 
passed the age of thirty, when ho was appointed judge of the provinco 
of Futtyghur ; and, shortly afterward*, he was raised to the higher, and 
more responsible post of one of the judges of tho Barcilly Court of 
Appeal and Circuit. In the year 1821, ho was called upon to act as 
one of the judges of the Sndder Court in Calcutta; and in the following 
year, he was sent to Delhi as senior member of tho Board of Revenue 
of the North Western Provinces, and agent to tho Governor-General 
at the Court of the Great Moghul. 

The political office with which Mr. Elliott was thus invested, occa- 
sioned the attendance at his durbars, or levees, of many distinguished 
native chieftains, who havo sinco earned an unenviablo notoriety in 
their struggles with the British Government. Such were tho turbulent 
chiefs of Afghanistan, and princes and others, of distinction, in tho 
Court of llunjcct Singh. With these personages, all communications 
were carried on at that time through the channel of tho Qovornor- 
Gcncral's agent at Delhi. 

It was in this position that Mr. Elliott exhibited the Soundness of 
his judgment, the integrity of his character, and the firmness so essential 
t) the discharge of his high and important duties. Those qualities 
rendered him a fit and able successor to Sir Charles, afterwards Lord, 
Metcalfe. 

Mr. Elliott's return to England in 1820, with the Company's retiring 
annuity, in addition to a handsome patrimony, precluded his advance- 
ment to a seat at tho Counoil Board, to which his distinguished and 
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meritorious services would no doubt have pointed him out as peculiarly 
eligible. 

During the thirty years of his residence in his native land, he was 
happily permitted to enjoy a larger share of health and happiness than 
usually falls to the lot of man. 

The only work he ever published was an abridged translation, from 
the Persian, of the life of Jhifiz Rehmut Khan ; but as a Fellow of the 
Royal Society, and as a Member of the Royal Asiatic Society, he was 
well known as manifesting, at a very advanced age, a lively interest in 
all that was passing in the world of literature and politics, and a sound 
and discriminating taste in the appreciation of excellence and merit. 
Few men, even in the vigor of life, passed so many hours in reading as 
did Mr. Elliott, when nearly fourscore years of age ; and still fewer, at 
that age, have possessed the mental and physical power which enabled 
him to mix, almost daily, in society, where, amidst an unusually 
extensive circle of friends and acquaintance ho was always welcome, 
as a man possessing a large fund of anecdote, and a rich store of infor- 
mation. 

Mr. Elliott died, full of years and of honor, on the 4th of May, 1856, 
in the 80lh year of his ago. 

8iu Uknhy Pottinuhr was a member of an ancient Berkshire 
family which had been settled in Ireland for nearly three centuries. 
Sir Henry was horn at Mount Pottingcr, in the county Down, in 1790. 
lie went to India in 1804, as a cadet, and very soon brought himself to 
tho notice of the Government of Bombay, by whom he was attached as 
surveyor to the missions that were ficnt, about 1809-10, to Sindh and 
Persia, hi the latter year, ho was sent, with Captain Christie, into 
Sindh and Baluchistan, countries then almost unknown to Europeans, 
and of which it was considered important to gain precise information, 
especially in respect of their geographical and political circumstances. 
An account of his travels was published in 1810, and first afforded the 
means of obtaining accurate knowledge of tho countries between tho 
lower course of the Indus and Persia,— in fact, it is still our chief 
authority for our acquaintance with the western districts of Balu- 
chistan, and tho adjacent Persian frontier. Upon his return to India, 
Lieutenant Pottingcr was appointed an assistant to the Resident at the 
Court of tho Peshwa ; and after the close of tho Mahratta war, was one 
of the officers selected by Mr. Elphinstone, for tho administration of 
tho territories which had recently fallen under British authority. He 
was accordingly nominated judge and collector of the Ahmcdnagar 
district, in which he remained until he was appointed Political Resident 
at the Court of tho Row or Raja of Cutch, then under oge. He was 

62 
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entrusted with the administration of the country, and so endeared him- 
self to the young prince, whose education he superintended, that the 
latter, as a proof of his ufFectiou and gratitude, proposed that ho should 
be permitted to pay for the education of tho Resident's children when 
they were sent to England, a measure, however, which the Indian servico 
did not admit of. While holding this position, he gave liberal aid to 
inquiries of a different description, and contributed essentially to the 
success of Mr. Masson, in investigating tho antiquities, and collecting 
tho coins of Afghanistan. 

In 1838, ho was appointed Resident at the Court of tho Amirs of 
Sindli. During his tenure of that ollicc, which lasted fifteen years, 
the Afghan war took place ; and although not personally engaged in 
it, the means of promoting the success of the operations of the army, 
derived from his political station, and his intimate knowledge of the 
chiefs and resources of the country, were so judiciously and effectively 
made use of, and his services were justly held of so much importance, 
that, at the close of the campaign, they were acknowledged by his 
elevation to tho rank of Baronet. Returning on leave to England, his 
services were engaged by the British Government, and ho was sent, in 
18-11, to China as Envoy Extraordinary and Superintendent of our 
commercial intercourse with that country, where his intelligence and 
firmness soon effected a reconciliation with tho Chinese Government, 
and established conditions of pence on a scale more advantageous than 
had ever before been conceded. For this service he received the Grand 
Cross of the Bath. He then became Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
of Hong Kong, where he remained till 1844, in which year he was 
made a member of the Privy Council. Two years after this ho was 
appointed Governor of the Capo of Good Hope ; and in 1847, ot Madras, 
Yliicli office he retained until 1854. He died at Malta, on tho 18th of 
March last, whither ho had proceeded for the restoration of his health, 
broken down by an incessant and laborious public career, in several 
parts of Asia and in Africa, of more than half a century. 

The Rioht HoKOunABj.B Sin IIenhv Eixis was born about the year 
1780; and was educated at Harrow. Ho proceeded to Bengal, in 
tho Civil Service, in the year 180(5 ; and was early distinguished at tho 
Calcutta College for his acquirements in tho Persian and Sanscrit, 
as also in tho vernacular language of Bengal. In tho early part of 
1808, he became a paid attache to the mission to Persia, under Colonel, 
afterwards Sir John Malcolm. In 1800, he was appointed Secretary 
to the Mission to Sindh, under Mr. llankcy Smith ; and, in the follow- 
ing year, joined Brigadier-General Malcolm, on his second Mission to 
the Court of Tehran, as Secretary of Embassy. On his return to 
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India, ho was nominated Head Assistant at the Court of the Peshwa, 
at l'oona. 

In 1811, he returned to England on account of ill-health ; and was 
appointed Private Secretary to the Karl of Buckinghamshire, then 
President of the Hoard of Control, where ho failed not to acquire 
extensive information of the homo administration and policy of our 
ABiatio Government. In 1814, Mr. Ellis was Minister Plenipotentiary, 
ad interim, in Persia. In 1810, he was nominated Secretary of Embassy 
to tho Mission to China, under the Earl of Amherst, with the provi- 
sional appointment of Joint Commissioner, to which lie succeeded. On 
his return to England, he wrote an account of the Embassy to China, — 
a work of great interest at the time, and of considerable merit. In 
1819, he was appointed Deputy-Secretary to the Government of the 
Cape of Good Hope ; and in 1825 ho was nominated to the office of 
Clerk of the Pells, which ho retained until it was abolished in 1831. 
In the year 1830, ho was selected as one of the Commissioners of the 
Board of Control, to aid with his experience in the discussions on the 
renewal of the East India Company's Charter ; and in July 1832, he 
was made a member of Her Majesty's Privy Council j and two years 
afterwards, ho was dispatched to Persia in the capacity of Ambassador 
Extraordinary to congratulate Mahomed Shah on his accession to the 
Persian throne. In 1848, bo received tho additional honour of a 
Knight Commander of the Order of the Bath. 

Sir Henry Ellis possessed considerable literary talents, added to a 
sound classical education, and an acquaintance with several languages, 
both European and Asiatic. 

Under the recent modification of the Society's Rules, the two classes 
of Corresponding and Foreign Members have ceased to receive any 
accessions ; while the Society retains tho power of testifying its sense 
of distinguished services in aid of the general objects for which it is 
associated, whether rendered by British subjects, or by learned and 
diligent investigators of foreign countries, by conferring upon them 
diplomas of admission into the class of Honorary Members. 

In tho course of the present session tho Council have recommended, 
and the members have unanimously elected, as Honorary Members of 
the Society, His Majesty Phra Bard Somdctch Phra Paramcndr Alalia 
Mongkut Phra Cbom Klau Cbau Yu Ilua, the Chief King of Siam, 
and his brother and subordinate Prince, Phra Bard Somdetch Phra 
Pararaendr Ramesr Mahcswaresr Phra Pin Klau Chau Yu Hua. The 
enlightened characters and unusual attainments of these princes had 
been brought to the especial notice of the Council by Sir John Bowring, 
Her Majesty's representative in China, who had become personally ac- 
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quaintcd with them during the mission to their capital. To a knowledge 
of Sanskrit the Chief King adds an acquaintance with both tho Latin 
and English languages ; and the younger brother is paid to write and 
speak English with wonderful correctness. Hoth have acquired a con- 
siderable knowledge of astronomy, and the younger has also given some 
attention to chemistry and mechanics. Thus enlightened themselves, 
they give, by their example and patronage, every encouragement to 
literary and scicntilio pursuits within the sphere of their power. In 
proposing to enrol among our Honorary Members these Iihliau prince:) 
who had laboured so assiduously in furtherance of the objeets for which 
the Society was founded, the Council were actuated by the. consideration 
that, the honour to be conferred would bo gratifying to their Highnesses, 
and that such public acknowledgment of their merits, while reflecting 
credit on the Society, would act as a stimulus to further exertions on 
tho part of theso intelligent personages, in tho enlightened career on 
which I hey have so auspiciously entered, 

The Soeiety has also conferred the degree of Honorary Member on 
the Hcv. IV. Spence Hardy j on Dr. Hindis ; and on Professor Wostcrgaard, 
as having, in the words of tho 10th Article of the Society's Regulations, 
''contributed to the attainments of tho objeets of the Soeiety in a 
distinguished manner." 

By the publication of "Eastern Monachism," tho first-named gen- 
tleman has given us, from original documents, an account of the origin, 
laws, sacred writings, and practices of the Buddhist Mendicant Orders j 
and in his " Manual of Buddhism," subsequently published, ho has caro- 
fully traced tho modern development of the system, beginning with 
Buddhist cosmogony and tho history of Gautama, and closing with a 
compendium of the philosophy of Buddhism, as understood by the 
modern priesthood, and taught to the people. 

Dr. Hincks has been for several years before tho learned world as a 
successful investigator and decipherer of the languages written with 
cuneiform characters ; and though his distance from tho places whero 
the materials exist in greatest extent has necessarily prevented him 
from giving full scope to the inherent sagacity which appears in all his 
communications, there can be no question that he has contributed very 
greatly to our intelligence of those records, the discovery and decipher- 
ment of which is the most interesting fact in archaeology, adding, as it docs, 
60 great a portion of the history of the world to our stores of knowledge. 

Professor Wostcrgaard, by his " lladices Sanseritaj," published some 
years ago, contributed one of tho most useful works of reference to the 
student. This work is composed on a scicntilio plan, and refers, in 
every instance, to classical sources in support of the acceptation which 
he has given to the verbal forms that are the subject of his labours. 
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To liis own countrymen, the small Danish Sanskrit Grammar is calcu- 
lated to be peculiarly valuable. His recent edition of all the Zend 
Texts, noticed in a later part of the present report, will, when completed 
by the translation, grammar, and dictionary, fully justify the Society in 
conferring on this distinguished scholar the diploma of an Honorary 
Member. 

The progress of Assyrian discovery has been very satisfactory since 
the last Anniversary Meeting. More monuments have been brought 
home to enrich our national museum ; new inscriptions have been 
received, some of them recorded by monarebs of whom nothing had 
hitherto been found ; and the progress of decipherment, by the con- 
tinued labours of Sir Henry Itawlinson, has kept pace with the arrival 
of fresh materials. The discovery of the plan and purport of the Uirs 
Niinrud has been made known to the Society by communications from 
Sir Henry, previously to bis return to England. The memoir on that 
edifice has been partly read to the Society, and is now in the printer's 
hands, being intended to form a portion of the 17th volume of the 
Society's .Journal. The monuments of a series of twenty-five primitive 
ChaUUoan Kings have also boon investigated. These kings had utterly 
passed away from history ; they preceded the Assyrian dynasty, whose 
later monarebs are known by name from the Biblical records, and may 
comprise a thousand years of duration, extending from the 23rd to the 
13th century no. The arrangement of this series of primitive Clialducnn 
monarehs is based upon thirty-five inscriptions, which were translated 
and analyzed in a paper laid before the Society in July last ; and a solid 
foundation has thus been laid for raising an edifice of history, extending 
into the remotest times, of which even tradition has scarcely brought 
us any traces. The inscriptions themselves will appear, with an analysis, 
in the first delivery of the series of Monuments of Assyria mid Uaby- 
Ionia, the publication of the original texts of which the Govern- 
ment has confided to Sir Henry Itawlinson. They have also declared 
their readiness to consider any plan which this Society may propose for 
the purpose of accompanying such publication with a translation. The 
inscriptions being in a language of a more primitive character than that 
hitherto called Assyrian and Dabylonian, there is necessarily much ob- 
scurity about their purport, which could scarcely have been cleared up 
but for the discovery of the real nature of a great number of clay tablets 
in the British Museum, dug out from the ruins of Koyunjik. These 
tablets, in reality, as stated by Sir Henry Itawlinson, at a meeting in 
December last, "are neither more nor less than comparative alphabets, 
grammars, and vocabularies of the Assyrian and Uabylonian [Chaldtean] 
languages." When all the tablets containing these bilingual iuscrip- 
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tiou8 shall have been fully aualyzcd — a work which is now being steadily 
prosecuted, — wo shall have ample materials for studying the ancient 
Chaldcean or Hamitc language of Babylon. 

In the early part of the present year, Sir Henry Rawlinson made 
another communication of interest to the biblical student, being a 
monument of the Assyrian King Pul, mentioned in the Second Book 
of Kings in conjunction with Mcnahcm, King of Israel. The inscrip- 
tion on this monument, which was found in tho centre palace of 
Ninirud by Mr. Loftus, informs us that Pul overran Syria, and received 
tribute from Tyre and Sidon, Samaria and Edom, and from tho Philis- 
tines and tho Hittitcs. It also records a then recent expedition to 
Syria, tho conquest of Damascus, and the exaction of ait enormous 
tribute, the particulars of which are given in the inscription. 

About a month ago Sir Henry Rawlinson read to the Society a paper 
on an inscription which had been nearly fifty years in England, having 
been obtained by Sir John Malcolm in 1808, and presented to tho 
library of Trinity College, Cambridge. This inscription is a record of 
Neriglissor, probably one of the Ncrgal Shnrczcrs of Jeremiah,* who, 
according to Berossus, usurped the throne of Nebuchadnezzar, after tho 
dethronement of Evil-Mcrodach ; and consists chiefly of an account of 
the various works of that monarch executed at Babylon. It is valuable 
for the topographical information it affords, which, in conjunction with 
what is made known to us by tho numerous legends of Nebuchadnezzar, 
enables us to determine the course of the Euphrates, the lines of canals 
by which it was fed, and the sites of all the great buildings of the city. 

Dr. Hincks has successfully prosecuted his investigations ; and has 
furnished a valuable paper on the Assyriau verb, which is published in 
the Journal of Biblical Criticism. This paper is a continuation of his 
grammatical communications, the first part of which, on the Assyriau 
personal pronouns, he published in 185 4. 

Dr. John Brandt's, of the University of Bonn, a recent labourer in 
the field, has published, in Berlin, a valuablo rttumif of tho additions 
to Assyrian history, obtained from tho dccyphcrmcut of tho cuneiform 
inscriptions. In this work he has first described the state of our know- 
ledge of Assyrian history as it was previously to tho discovery of any 
of the inscriptions ; and, secondly, given an account of tho rccont 
researches, and the results which he deduces from them. As a sequel 
to this treatise, he has added, with much detail, a valuablo paper on 
the principles of the Assy rio-Baby Ionian system of cuneiform writing, 
in which he has communicated to tho scholars of Germany a critical 
review of discoveries made by our learned countrymen, together with 

Ch. xxxix. 3. 

t Uber den Hlstoricheit Gcwinn aus dcr Eulziffcruiuj dcr Assyriscltcn 
InscUriflcn. Berlin, 1866, 
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some of his own readings, and a searching analysis of many of the 
proper names occurring in the inscription, 

Dr. Julius Oppert, in the tenth volume of the German Oriental 
Society's Journal, has published a letter on the values of the Baby- 
lonian characters, in which ho has summed up all the results that had 
appeared up to the da to of his writing, 29th September, 1855. This 
letter is accompanied by a plate, purporting to bo a complete Baby- 
lonian syllabarium. In this plate he inserts only the ordinary phonetic 
valuo of each character, reserving the ideographic values for another 
plate, "which will contain tho genetic dcvclopcmcnt of the various 
styles of writing, and will show why any given character associates a 
syllabic power with its ideographic value." We may expect some good 
results from the learned doctor's researches in this interesting branch of 
the inquiry. 

Another investigator has come into the field— Pox Talbot, Esq., 
already known by his discoveries in physics, has printed a paper on the 
great inscription of Nebuchadnozzar, preserved at the India House, 
which ho has successfully and independently examined, and given 
readings and translations of several passages of that inscription. Ho 
has followed up this paper by another ; and we may expeot good results 
from the sagacity and iudustry of this new coadjutor. 

Among the donations of the present season, the Council would espe- 
cially notico a magnificent volume, the work of their talented and 
learned colleague, Mr. Morley, exhibiting, in a succession of anastatic 
plates, the most faithful and clear representations of a beautiful Persian 
astrolabe iu tho British Museum, illustrated by full and interesting 
descriptive and historical notices. Tho valuo of the anastatic process 
is powerfully exhibited by those plates, which, taken from the astrolabe 
itself, present, in one view, all the elaborate tracery, the mass of minute 
Persian writing, and the accurate divisions of tho circle, extending to 
quarters of a degree, with an accuracy which could not have been 
otherwise obtained, except by an amount of labour and expense which 
could scarcely have been bestowed for such an object, however curious 
and valuable. Compendious notices of twelve other astrolabes, never 
before published, are also added to this book, among which is the one 
in tho Society's Museum, which will bo found described at pago 49 of 
Mr. Morloy's beautiful volume. The Society will acknowledge, with tho 
highest satisfaction, their obligation to Mr. Morley for this his costly 
contribution to the history of Oriental science. 

The library is indebted to the Committee of the Bible Society for 
a copy of the Chinese version of the entire Bible, recently printed at 
Shanghai. This edition is believed to surpass all others in correot 
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rendering of the sacred text. Tho beauty and neatness of tho typo- 
graphy must striko cvcii the untutored eye ; while its compact size, and 
marvellous cheapness, promise — so far as material influences may 
operate — to aid its extensive circulation among the natives of China. 

The completion of Professor Westergaard's text of the Zcndavcsta, 
which includes the whole of what is left to us in the Zend language, 
will be hailed by the student with great satisfaction. This volume, 
valuable as it is, forms tho least important portion of the work which 
the learned professor is printing, which will comprise a grammar and 
dictionary of the language, together with a translation of all the Zend 
texts. It may be said that uo work is more wanted by the Oriental 
archaeologist ; and, perhaps, with equal confidence, that no one now 
living is so able to execute it. The ground had been trodden by the 
late K. Ihirnouf, who might probably, but for his lamented death, have 
prepared a similar work ; but the result of his learned investigations 
and sagacious conjectures is in the hands of Professor Westergaard, who 
has diligently examined them, and has long been engaged on tho same 
difficult labour. 

The volume published is prefaced by an elaborate introduction in 
the English language, containing a history of the various MSS. in which 
the Zend works have come down to us, and an estimate of their com- 
parative value. A dissertation is added on the ago of Zoroaster and tho 
religion of the Persians, on the alphabet in which the writings were 
probably preserved, and ou the manner in which the existing texts were 
collected and digested by the Sassanians, to whom ho attributes the 
gathering together of the existing relics of an anterior period. 

The .Oriental Translation Committee have, during the p.i6t year, 
delivered to their subscribers a translation (accompanied by the original 
text) of a work of considerable interest, entitled " Spicilegium Syriacnm,'" 
by (ho Itev. William Curcton, Canon of Westminster. This volume 
conlfiins the productions of some early Christian writers, of which frag- 
ments only have hitherto been known. One of the treatises is a curious 
metaphysical disquisition on fate and freewill, and another is the apology 
of Mclito, Bishop of Sardis. Each of these tracts is replete with argu - 
incuts of great ingenuity and acumen, and presents thoughts charac- 
terized by good sense and dignity, of which qualities writers of this 
class Imvo been accused of a deficiency. They were published about 
the second century of the Christian era, and are said to have been 
addressed to the Emperor Marcus Antoninus. 

The priuting of the seventh and last volumo of lliyi Khalfm Lexicon 
Encydopmdiacum tt Bibliographicum is nearly brought to a conclusion. 
The sixth volume completed the original work of Hoji Khalfa ; and tho 
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seventh is occupied by supplementary matter, collected from various 
sources by the indefatigable editor, Professor Fli'igcl, who is now labo- 
riously engaged upon the necessary indices to the whole lexicon. 

Tlio translation of the Kital-al-Yumini, of Ibu-al-Jabbar Al Utbi, by 
the Rev. James Reynolds, the Secretary to the Committee, is approach- 
ing its termination, and will probably be finished by the end of the year. 
This personal memoir of the celebrated Mahmud of Qhuzni, comprising 
notices of many of his contemporaries, is rendered from a Persian 
vorsion of tho Arabic original, and is interspersed with poetry. The 
work of Al-Utbi is probably the most ancient historical record of the 
events of tho period. 

AUDITORS' REPORT. 

Tho following Report of tho Auditors on the Financial Accounts of 
the Society was then read by 0. ])f. B. Priaui.x, Esq.: — 

"The Auditors observe, on reference to the accounts of the last three 
years, that tho proper and ucl.vnl receipts of each of those years have 
fallen short of the expenditure ; and that these animal deficits have 
been respectively made up from the balance of each preceding year, 
which has annually diminished until it is now nearly extinguished : — 

"Balance of preceding years, carried to current year's account: — 

185:), carried to 185-1 £265 15 2 

1851 „ 185.", 195 18 4 

1855 „ 1850 84 15 3 

Estimated for 1857 11 15 9 

It seems to follow, that unless income can be increased, or expense 
diminished, the funded capital of the Society (£1806 19.s. 5</. Consols) 
will soon bo broken in upon. 

" The Income of the current year, of which the Estimate is herewith 
submitted, will bo larger than that of the past year, as the accession of 
new members has been greater, and the loss of contributing members 
less than for several preceding years ; but in the current year, expenses 
must bo incurred for painting, carpet, <fcc, the amount of which is not 
entered in the Estimate, which must, therefore, be considered as more 
favourable than the actual out-turn is likely to be. 

"'I he expense of two numbers of the Journal has been entered in 
tho Estimate, because both will be out of the press by the middle of tho 
year; and the charge, therefore, legitimately belongs to, and ought to be 
defrayed, within the year. One of these numbers is chargeable to the 
ordinary Funds of the Society ; tho other, which is one of the Rawlinson 
Series, will be defrayed from the balance remaining on hand of the Par- 
liamentary Grant of j£l,000 made in 1851-2. That balance is at present 
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.£171 18s. lid., from which the expense of the number just published 
being deducted, there will remain of the Parliamentary Grant, £31 Is. bd. 

" Early in the ensuing year a further part of the Rawliuson Scries 
will pass through the press, for which Die abovo small balauco left of the 
Government Grant will be wholly inadequate. The Auditors recom- 
mend a renewed application to be made to Government for a further 
grant. 

" The only other means of relief that can be looked forward to would 
be the removal of the Society into rooms provided by tho Government, 
for which urgent application has been repeatedly made, and hopes of 
success held out, but at no definite period, and consequently tho prospect 
is yet distant. 

" W. 13. BAYLEY, ) Auditors ou the part 
"S. GREGSON, J of the Society. 

" 0. Do 1). PRIAULX, 

Auditor on the part of the Council. 
" London, May 15, 1856." 



It was moved by J. W. Redhouse, Esq., seconded by the Honour- 
able II. 15. J. Stanley, and carried unanimously : — 

"That the Report of the Council of the transactions of tho past 
year, as well as the Report of the Auditors on the accounts of tho 
same period, bo received and adopted ; and that tho Auditors be re- 
quested to accept the best thanks of the Meeting for the attention they 
have bestowed in the discharge of their important duties." 

The Rioht IIonouiudli! Holt Mackenzie moved, and Roiieut 
Hunteii, Esq., seconded, the following motion, which was carried 
»i««i. con. : — 

" That this Meeting desire to record their deep regret at tho loss of 
their Treasurer, Charles Elliott, Esq., who always evinced a lively interest 
in the proceedings and objects of tho Society j was ever ready to promote 
its interests ; and whoso presenco among thcin was always hailed with 
cordial satisfaction, as that of an accomplished gentleman and an agree- 
able associate." 

It was moved by A. Asupitbl, Esq., seconded by tho Rev. James 
Reynolds, and carried unanimously : — 

"That the thauks of tho Meeting be presented to the Vice- 
Presidents, and the other Members of the Council, for the zealous 
and efficient discbarge of their duties during the past year." 
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Tho following resolution was proposed by Major A. Moo&E, seconded 
by Sib Henrv. Rawlinson, and carried unanimously:— 

*' That tho best thanks of the Meeting be offered to Professor Wilson, 
for his invaluable services as tho President and Director of the Society, 
and for hie kindness in taking tho chair on the present occasion." 

Tho President addressed tho Meeting, and acknowledged the vote. 

Professor Wilson moved a voto of thanks to the Secretary and 
Assistant-Secretary, for their services during tho past year, whiclt was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Clarke returned thanks. 

The Honourable II. E. J. Stanley, and J. W. Redhousb, Esq., having 
been appointed Scrutineers, the Meeting proceeded to ballot for OlBcers 
and Council for the ensuing year. 

At the 'closo of the ballot, Colonel W. II. Sykks was declared 
unanimously elected a Vice-President, in the place of the Right Honour- 
able Holt Mackenzie, whose term of ollicc had expired. 

Richard Clarke, Esq., was unanimously elected Treasurer of the 
Society, vice Chari.es Elliott, Esq., deceased. 

Mr. Clarke was also elected Honorary Secretary, pro tern. 

The Liiikarian was re-elected. 

The following gentlemen were unanimously elected Members of the 
Council for tho ensuing year : — Bail lie, N. B. E., Esq. j Bayley, W. B. 
Esq. j Bosanquet, J. W., Esq. ; Cautley, Sir Proby T. K.C.B., F.R.S. 
Colobrooke, Sir Thomas Edward Bart. ; Gregson, Samuel, Esq., M.P. 
Latham, Dr. II. G., F.R.S. ; Mackenzie, The Right Honourable Holt 
Muir, John, Esq. ; Priaulx, 0. De Bcauvoir, Esq. ; Kawlinson, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Sir Henry C, K.C.B. ; Robertson, T. C, Esq. ; Royle, 
Professor J. F., M.D., F.R.S.; Thomas, Edward, Esq. j Willoughby, 
J. P., Esq. 
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